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St. John Fisher (6-3, 4-1 E8)

ONMHESLAT]
VS.

Thank you,
Springfield

Pride defeat Hartwick

to give Fisher chance at
winning E8, NCAA bid

STAFF WRITER
MATT WEINSTEIN

The regular season ends this Satur-
day but for the St. John Fisher football
team, the playoffs have already begun.
And thanks to Springfield’s upset vic-
tory over Hartwick last week, the Car-
dinals now control their own destiny.

Fisher needs to win at Alfred Uni-
versity this weekend to clinch a share
of the Empire 8 conference title and its
third consecutive NCAA Tournament
appearance.

“This is the biggest game of the year;
if we win we’re Empire 8 champs,’
Fisher sophomore quarterback Tim
Bailey said. “This does not change the
way we approach the game though.
Alfred’s a great team who are right up
there in the standings with us.”

Hartwick, Ithaca, Fisher and Al-
fred each entered last weekend with
one loss in the conference. Hartwick,
which defeated both Fisher and Alfred
by a combined eight points, needed to
win its final two games to all but seal
the conference title. But after losing
45-31 to Springfield, Hartwick (6-2,
3-2 E8) now needs some help.

And after Ithaca (8-1, 5-1) defeated
Alfred (6-2, 3-2) last weekend, only
the Bombers and Fisher remain as
one-loss teams in the conference.
The Cardinals (6-3, 4-1) hold the tie-
breaker over Ithaca with a victory over
the Bombers in September.

“All we can do is focus on our sched-
ule and hopefully everything plays out
the way we want it to,” Fisher coach
Paul Vosburgh said. “Alfred’s a good
football team and will be fired up for
us. They are capable of playing great
defense and can move the ball offen-
sively; we will have our hands full”

The Cardinals have advanced to the
NCAA Tournament three of the last
four years, including last year when
they went all the way to the quarterfi-
nals before losing to Mount Union.

“This game has become a cham-
pionship game for both teams,
Vosburgh said. “Alfred and Fisher have
both had some heartbreaking losses
this year and now we’re both in the
same position, needing a win.”

The only thing for certain is that the
Empire 8is once again one of the most
competitive conferences in Division
III football.

“Every year it’s extremely competi-
tive,” Alfred coach Dave Murray said.
“Fisher, Hartwick, and Ithaca are three
tremendous football teams and we're
working to crack into that group. It is
going to be an exciting finish to the
season.”

Enjoying the rest

The Cardinals opened the season
with nine consecutive games before
getting a week off. And now that the
time has come, Fisher has enjoyed
the rest.

“It’s been a good week of practice
and the weather has been cooperat-
ing nicely; that really helped us to get
ready,” Bailey said. “We’re trying to
work on a few specific things, espe-
cially getting the ball to Jimmy (Smith)
and Timmy (Marion) more. They are
our big playmakers.”

Smith and Marion have averaged
about five touches per game but the
Fisher quarterback hopes to put the
ball in their hands even more against
Alfred.

Smith leads the team with 631 yards
and three touchdowns on 41 recep-
tions, and Marion has 617 yards and
six scores on 35 catches.

Fisher’s two senior wideouts have
also helped other playmakers emerge.
Receivers Dan Witkowski and Paul
Deckard have combined for seven
touchdowns and are both averaging
more than 25 yards per catch.

“We have quite a bit of weapons,”
Bailey said. “And when you throw in
a great running back like (Brad) Car-
Iton, who has been doing a good job,
you have a pretty dynamic offense.”

Containing the Saxons

Alfred is led by freshman quarter-
back Tom Secky, who has tossed for
1,849 yards and 18 touchdowns while
completing almost 60 percent of his
passes.

Secky has a great arm and good
field presence but is still learning the
ropes of Division III football.

“He’s a freshman so he continues
to improve all the time,” Murray said.
“He’s managing the football game
extremely well for a freshman at this
point and he’s been able to limit turn-
overs. He is playing beyond his years
right now.”

Secky will be looking for his favorite
target, speedy receiver Jared Manzer,
who leads the Saxons with 50 catches
for 694 yards and six touchdowns.
Murray hopes to give Manzer plenty
of opportunities to get the ball in open
space for a chance to break some big
plays.

“I think in any big football game
turnovers and big plays determines
who wins and who loses,” Murray said.
“We have to be able to play a physical
football game. We have to battle for
good field position”

The Cardinals are 5-5 all time
against Alfred and have won the pre-
vious two meetings.

maw05027@sjfc.edu
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Alfred University (6-3, 3-2 E8)

When Alfred has the ball

56 Josh Gottlieh

37 Jason Cirulli

54 Derek Melnyk 40

Sean Trapper

Sr. 5-10, 225 Sr. 5-10, 210 Sr.5-11, 170 Jr. 6-1, 220 Sr. 6-2,235
23 Kenny Bostick 26 Dave Vosburgh 99 Matt Becton 74 Jake Brant 33 Andy Episcopo 1Turell Ahmed
Sr. 5-7, 180 Fr. 6-2, 225 Sr. 6-6, 355 Jr. 6-1,270 Jr. 5-10, 220 Sr.5-7,170
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1Trevor Bork 64 Dave Carletta 14 Tom Secky 38 Jeff Pecoraro 78 Eric Manning 3 Jared Manzer
Sr. 5-10, 160 Jr. 5-11, 250 Fr. 6-4, 195 Sr. 5-9, 230 Jr. 6-4 325 Jr. 6-0, 180
34 D.J. Pope 51 Adam Walsh 6 Vinson Hendrix 55 Jeff VanDewalker 77 Zach Morgan
So. 6-1,230 Fr. 6-3, 260 Jr. 5-9, 170 So. 6-1, 220 So. 6-4, 280
97 Adam Brockway 21 Jeremy Darron 39 John Soule 31 Mark Mangovski 53 Dan Dunham 27 Ron Smith
Jr. 6-1, 205 Sr. 6-0, 205 Sr.5-11, 195 Jr.5-11, 225 Sr. 6-1, 235 Sr. 5-10, 165
18 Matt Van Woeart 32 Nick Clark 62 Rob Ritter 41 Jerry Bond 5 Brian Nitsche
Sr. 5-10, 175 Fr. 6-2, 210 Sr. 6-1, 275 Jr. 6-1, 220 Sr. 6-1, 215
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83 Tim Marion 71 Kevin Dwyer 5 Tim Bailey 22 Brad Carlton 55 PJ. Columbo 44 Dan Reger
Sr. 5-10, 185 Jr. 6-4, 265 So. 6-2, 190 Jr.5-8, 180 Jr. 6-0, 255 Jr. 6-5, 240
48 Matt Kelly 79 Ben Musall 60 Matt loww 66 Andrew Cottet 2 Jimmy Smith
Sr. 6-1, 240 Jr. 6-2, 290 So. 6-3, 255 Sr. 6-4, 300 Sr. 5-10, 195




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles false
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Gray Gamma 2.2)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.3
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket true
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo true
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Preserve
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile (None)
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 150
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 200
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 150
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 200
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e55464e1a65876863768467e5770b548c62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc666e901a554652d965874ef6768467e5770b548c52175370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA (Utilizzare queste impostazioni per creare documenti Adobe PDF adatti per visualizzare e stampare documenti aziendali in modo affidabile. I documenti PDF creati possono essere aperti con Acrobat e Adobe Reader 5.0 e versioni successive.)
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020be44c988b2c8c2a40020bb38c11cb97c0020c548c815c801c73cb85c0020bcf4ace00020c778c1c4d558b2940020b3700020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken waarmee zakelijke documenten betrouwbaar kunnen worden weergegeven en afgedrukt. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to distill Cardinal Courier pages.)
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [1200 1200]
  /PageSize [810.000 1224.000]
>> setpagedevice


